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This project sought to create an
oasis for visitors of IMM Cologne
2008, an international home interior
fair.

The designers imitated nature for the
forrms and ambience and created
furniture inspired by arctic glaciers.
This also served as an experiment to
explore the possibility of producing
actual commercial products.

The entire lounge can be fully reused,
and was developed to accommodate
multiple purposes. The umbrella
frames are composed of 100%
recycled aluminum and light weight
stretchable fabric that minimizes
material use. The umbrellas were
designed to have information
projected on to them and to create

a special ambience for visitors.
Meanwhile, the lounge seats are
sculpted from plastic foarn blocks
and can be reused as packaging
material. At 6kg each, the seats are
lightweight and easily moveable.

The complex seat manufacturing
process required precise methods,
and the project utilized CNC
(Computer Numerical Control) milling
machines widely used in material
manufacturing. As with the umbrella
production, data were sent directly to
computers during the manufacturing
process. (Yasuhiko Taguchi)

FURNITURE

Designer : Pierluigi Piu
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TE LARZOS - Collaboration with a Sardinian craftsman

Article by Yasuhiko Taguchi,
Photo by Pierluigi Piu
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Sassari on the ltalian island of
Sardinia hosted the 19th Biennial
Exhibition of Sardinian Arts and
Crafts in June, 2009. A total of
33 designers collaborated with
60 artisans and their workshops,
tapping into the rich craftwork
tradition of the region.

The designers and artisans
sought to create arts and crafts
based on the elegant heritage

of Sardinia, yet with a modern
touch and warm coziness that
fits today’s lifestyle. Piu's works
take hints from Sardinia's textile
tradition, and his series of tables
and chairs sport designs that
allow the beautiful patterns

to come to life on the simple
structures. These were hand-
crafted by a master ironsmith and
finished with wax.

(Yasuhiko Taguchi)
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